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NICARAGUA. 

By  Consul   Andrew  J.  McConnico,  Corinto,  July  O. 

There  was  little  improvement  in  the  commercial  conditions  of  Nic- 
aragua during  1917.  The  quantit}^  of  imports  and  exports  was  ap- 
proximately the  same  as  during  the  previous  year,  but  owing  to  the 
increase  of  prices  caused  by  the  European  war,  the  value  of  the  im- 
ports was  31:  per  cent  greater  than  in  191G,  and  50  per  cent  more 
than  in  1915,  and  the  vahie  of  the  exports  was  11  per  cent  and  30 
per  cent  greater  than  in  1916  and  1915,  respectively. 

Value  of  Imports  and  Exports — Increase  in  Eevenue. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  imports  and  exports,  by 
years,  from  1911  to  191T: 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1911     

$5,724,696 
4,966,820 
5,770,006 
4,134,323 

$6,. 579, 415 
3,861,516 
7,712,047 
4,955,051 

1915     

53,159,220 
4,777,579 
6,393,068 

84,567  202 

1912 

1916 

5, 284, 862 

1913 - 

1917 

5,975,256 

1914 

As  is  shown  in  this  table,  Nicaragua's  foreign  commerce  amounts 
to  about  $11,000,000  annually,  which  is  a  small  amount  for  a  country 
with  an  area  of  49,200  square  miles,  an  estimated  population  of 
550,000,  and  possessing  such  wonderful  resources. 

The  customs  revenues  for  1916  and  1917  were  $1,037,073  and 
$1,150,066,  respectively.  The  total  revenues  of  the  Republic,  includ- 
ing customs  revenues,  amount  to  approximately  $2,250,000  annually, 
and  the  expenditures  to  about  $2,000,000,  The  largest  of  the  internal 
taxes  are  those  derived  from  liquors,  tobacco,  and  licenses  for  slaugh- 
tering animals. 
Trade  with  the  ITnited  States  Increases. 

Nicaragua  is  essentially  an  agi'icultural  country  and  depends 
entirely  upon  industrial  countries  for  its  supply  of  manufactured 
commodities.  Prior  to  the  war  more  than  60  per  cent  of  its  exports 
were  absorbed  by  European  countries,  and  the  imports  from  Euro- 
pean countries,  chiefly  England,  Germany,  and  France,  were  slightly 
m  excess  of  50  per  cent  of  the  total  imports.  The  conditions  are  now 
entirely  changed,  and  the  United  States  supplied  81  \)qy  cent  of  the 
imports,  and  absorbed  85  per  cent  of  the  exports  in  1917. 

The  value  of  cotton  goods  imported  in  1917  was  60  per  cent  more 
than  in  1916,  and  the  imports  of  flour  and  rice  were  the  largest 
in  five  years.  There  were  also  material  increases  in  the  imports  of 
manufactured  steel,  chemical  products,  beverages,  paper,  and  other 
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{irticlcs,  most  of  which  came  from  the  United  States.    The  only  con- 
siderable decrease  was  in  linon  goods. 

Imports  of  all  descrii)tioiis  used  in  Nicaragua  such  as  machinery, 
hardware,  ao-riculturnl  implements,  textiles,  clothing,  shoes,  leather, 
food  products,  and  drugs,  have  for  years  been  purchased  in  the 
markets  of  the  United  States.  Nevertheless,  England  had  its  share 
of  the  textile  trade,  and  the  greater  share  of  the  trade  in  bags,  so 
essential  in  the  exportation  of  Nicaraguan  products.  France  and 
Italy  supplied  some  of  the  food  products,  edible  oils,  and  pharma- 
ceutical commodities,  and  Germany  a  portion  of  the  hardware  and 
machinery  and  chemicals. 
Value  of  Imports  and  Countries  of  Origin. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  and  principal  countries  of 
origin  of  the  chief  articles  imported  into  the  country  in  1917 : 


Articles  and  countries  of  origin. 


Animals 

United  States 

Costa  Rica 

other  American  countries 

Animal  products,  n.  e.  s 

United  States 

France 

All  other  countries 

Asbestos 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

BreadstufEs: 

Corn 

United  States 

Rice 

United  States 

Salvador 

All  other  countries 

Wheat  flour 

United  States 

All  other  (including  macaroni  and 

vermicelli) 

United  States 

England 

All  other  countries 

Cacao  and  chocolate 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Candles 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Cars  and  carriages: 

Bicycles  and  parts 

United  States 

Carriages  and  parts 

United  States 

Wagons  and  parts 

United  States 

All  other  covmtries 

Cement 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Chemicals ,  drugs,  dyes,  and  medicines . . 

United  S  tates 

England 

France 

Salvador 

All  other  countries 

Clocks  and  watches 

United  Stales 

All  other  coantries 

Coal 

United  States 

France 

Coffee 

United  States..... 

Honduras 

All  other  couijtries 


$2, 799 

2, 765 

22 

12 

30,810 

27,179 

2,863 

768 

5,172 

4, 935 

237 

18,178 

18,178 

180,807 

154,100 

9,808 

16,899 

400,322 

400, 322 

37, 624 

33, 42G 

2,865 

1,333 

1,943 

1,785 

158 

37, 058 

36, 330 

728 

1,360 

1,360 

5,982 

5, 982 

9, 683 

8,495 

1,188 

20,621 

20, 586 

35 

501,561 

398, 727 

55,344 

29, 283 

10, 034 

8,173 

5, 575 

5,417 

158 

12, 770 

12, 760 

10 

17,239 

15,349 

1,884 

C 


Articles  and  coimtries  of  origin. 


Confectioneriy 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Copper  and  manufactures  of 

United  States 

England 

Ftance 

Italy 

All  other  countries 

Cork  and  manufactures  of 

United  States 

Spain 

Italy 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Cloth 

United  States ,-. . . 

England 

France 

All  other  countries 

Clothing  and  wearing  apparel 

U nit  ed  States 

England 

France 

Spain 

Italy 

Al!  other  countries 

Thread 

United  States 

England 

France 

Al  I  otiier  countries 

All  other 

United  States 

England 

France 

All  other  countries 

Earthen ,  stone,  and  china  ware 

Unil  ed  States 

England 

All  other  countries 

Explosives: 

Dynamite 

United  States 

Gunpowder  and  other 

United  States 

Costa  Rica 

Feathers  and  manufactures  of 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Fibers,  vegetable,  and  manufactures  of: 
Bags  and  bagging  of  jute 

United  States 

England 

All  other  countries 

Linen  cloth  and  manufactures  of... 

United  States 

England 

All  other  countries 


Value. 


S13, 040 

12, 103 

937 

63,191 

55, 204 

2,283 

2,844 

2,442 

418 

1,795 

1,178 

611 

6- 

1,412,263 

891,654 

417, 133 

95, 169 

8,307 

220,585 

212, 594 

742 

636 

4,624 

1,267 

722 

86, 786 

8,887 

63,415 

14,411 

73 

155. 575 

96,936 

42, 1  !0 

11,080 

5,439 

15,447 

11,554 

2,994 

899 

70,673 

70,673 

32,004 

32,002 

2 

396 

374 

•  22 

92,210 
16,388 
75, 624 

198 
20,082 
3,094 
16,514 

474 
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Articles  and  countries  of  origin. 


Fibers,   vesctable,   and   manufactures 
of— Continued. 

All  other 

Uiiiled  Slates 

Engiand 

All  other  countries 

Firearms 

United  States 

England 

Costa  Rica 

Fish,  cured  or  preserved 

United  States 

Spain 

All  other  coimtrics 

Fruits  and  nuts 

United  Stales 

Entjland 

Al !  other  countries 

Glass  and  i^lassware 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Glue 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Gold  and  silver,  manufactures  of 

United  States 

All  other  co'iutries 

Hair  and  manufactures  of 

Uni ted  States 

All  other  countries * 

Hats  and  caps,  and  materials  for 

United  States 

Italy 

All  other  countries 

Instruments,  scientific 

United  States 

England 

All  other  countries 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of: 

Bar,  rods,  ingots,  etc 

United  States 

Salvador 

Cutlery 

United  States 

England 

All  other  countries 

■  Domestic  -ware,  including  enamel 

ware  

United  States 

England 

All  other  countries 

Machinery 

United  States 

En,'lanl 

All  other  countries 

Rails 

Uni  ted  States 

Sheet  ani  plate 

United  States 

Enjlanl 

Tools  nn  J  implements 

United  States , 

Eu'^lani 

All  other  countries 

Wire 

United  States 

Frfince , 

All  other  countries 

AH  other,  including'  nails 

United  States , 

En.'lan  J 

All  other  countries , 

Jewelry 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Lead  and  manufactures  of 

United  States 

Leather  and  manufactures  of: 

Leather  and  tanned  skins 

United  Slates 

France 

Boots  and  shoes , 

United  Stales 

All  other  countries 


?55, S05 
43.729 
5;  030 
7,046 
7,  130 
5,313 

2,  no 

10 

31,128 

30, 120 

531 

477 

31,552 

24,  75tj 

5,  596 

1,200 

32, 096 

31,613 

483 

807 

800 

7 

65, 405 

65,027 

378 

313 

279 

34 

40,  763 

25,602 

10,743 

4,418 

18, 150 

15,589 

2,212 

319 

25,076 
24,833 

243 
12,131 
11,830 

230 
71 

40,982 

38, 759 

2,194 

29 

457, 910 

447, 070 

5,290 

5;  550 

27,067 

27,067 

35,  S12 

35, 796 

16 

82,818 

70, 202 

10, 902 

1, 714 

44,493 

43, 173 

1,160 

160 

140, 188 

135, 324 

3,300 

1,564 

14, 756 

13, 329 

1,427 

571 

571 

102, 444 
101, 864 

5S) 
113,023 
112,583 

440 


Art  icles  and  count  ries  of  origin. 


Value. 


Leather  and  manufactures  cf— Contd. 

All  other  manufactures 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Matches 

United  States 
All  other  countrie 
Meat  and  dairy  product 
Meat  products 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Butter,  cheese,  and  substitutes 

Umted  States 

Another  countries 

Milk  and  substitutes 

Umted  States 

AU  other  countries 

Metals,  metal  coraposilions,  and  manu- 
factures of,  n.  0.  s 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Musical  instruments  and  parts 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Oil  cloth  and  lino'eum 

United  States 

Oils: 

Benzine,  gasoline,  and  naphtha. 

United  States 

All  other  coimtries 

Petroleum,  refined 

United  States 

Other  rmneral  oiis 

United  States 

All  other  coimtries 

All  other 

United  States , 

All  other  coimtries , 

Paints,  pigments,  and  colors 

United  Stales , 

All  other  countries , 

Paper  and  manufactures  of: 

Books  and  other  printed  matter 

United  States , 

France 

Spain , 

All  other  ccunt  ries 

Surface  coated  paper  and  blank  books 

United  States 

France 

All  other  coimtries 

AU  other 

United  States 

Spain 

All  other  ccuntries 

Perfumery,  cosmetics,  and  toilet  prepa- 
rations   

United  States 

France 

All  other  countries 

Rubber,    gutta-percha,    celluloid,    and 

manufactures  of 

United  States 

All  other  countries. 
Salt 


United  States 

All  other  countries 

Seeds 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Silk  and  manufactures  of: 

Cloth 

United  States 

England 

France 

All  other  countries 

Clothing  and  wearing  apparel. 

United  Stales 

France 

All  other  countries 

All  other 

United  States 

France 

All  other  countries 


$14,274 

12,737 

1,.537 

28,191 

28, 192 

2 

42, 702 
42,407 

38.) 
23, 240 
23,036 

204 

13,712 

13, 677 

35 

20, 879 

20, 495 

384 

13,033 

12, 722 

9U 

4,672 

4,672 

123, 965 

123,819 

146 

101,495 

101,495 

72,114 

71, 501 

613 

106, 025 

100,831 

5,194 

25, 088 

24,935 

151 

18,448 

11,224 

3,837 

1,276 

2,111 

40, 183 

34,694 

3,185 

2,307 

50, 739 

39, 713 

5,782 

5,244 

54,314 
23, 292 
28,431 
2,591 

37,250 

35, 634 

1,616 

6,165 

6,080 

85 

1,076 

1,659 

17 

24,237 

20, 096 

2,  L'9 

1,513 

499 

42,591 

31,611 

9,232 

1, 748 

22, 652 

15. 707 

4,924 

2,012 
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AjI  ides  and  countries  of  origin. 


8oap 

TTnitpd  States 

England 

A II  other  countries 

Spices 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Spirits,  wines,  malt  liquors,  etc.: 
Malt  liquors 

United  States 

Ensjland 

All  other  countries 

Spirits,  (list illed 

United  States 

England 

France 

Spain 

Wines 

United  States 

France 

Italy 

Spain 

All  other  countries 

Other,  including  mineral  water. 

United  States 

Enerland 

All  other  countries 

Stone  and  manufactures  of 

United  States 

Costa  Rica 

All  other  countries 

Sugar  and  molasses 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Tea 

United  States 

England 

All  other  countries 

Tobaccn  and  manufactures  of 

United  States 

West  Indies 

All  other  countries 


Value. 


$75, 
47, 
27; 

14, 
13, 


Articles  and  countries  of  origin. 


Toys 

United  States 

France 

All  other  countries 

Vegetables: 

In  natural  state 

United  States 

Casta  Rica 

Prepared  or  oreserved 

United  States 

England 

All  other  countries 

Wood  and  manufactur&s  of: 

Furniture  and  cabinet  ware.. 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Uninaimfactured  and  lumber 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

All  other 

United  States 

All  other  comitries 

Wool  and  manufactures  of: 

Cloths 

United  States 

England 

France 

All  other  countries 

Clothing  and  wearing  apparel 

United  Statfes 

England 

France, 

All  other  countries 

All  other 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Zinc  and  manufactures  of 

United  States 

All  other  articles 

United  States 

France 

All  other  countries 


Value. 


56,103 

5,869 

183 

51 

105,804 

104,919 

885 

18,556 

16, 732 

1,303 

521 

11,059 
10,736 
323 
13,542 
13,472 
70 
18,889 
17,692 
1,197 

34,787 

15,535 

15,805 

3,298 

149 

36,427 

17,941 

15,056 

1,768 

1,662 

2,814 

1,927 

887 

10,789 

10, 789 

93,376 

80,380 

5,536 

7,460 


Principal  Exports  of  Nicaragua. 

Coffee  is  the  principal  product  of  Nicaragua,  and  for  years  repre- 
sented more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  Republic's  total 
exports.  France,  Germany,  and  England,  in  the  order  named,  were 
the  principal  purchasers,  taking  practically  three- fourths  of  the  an- 
nual crop.  Now  the  market  has  entirely  changed,  and  the  United 
States  is  the  largest  purchaser.  The  value  of  coffee  exported  to  the 
United  States  was  $87,660  in  1912  and  $1,131,358  in  1917.  France 
took  Nicaraguan  coffee  to  the  value  of  $1,138,176  and  $483,424  in 
1914  and  1917,  respectively.  The  English  and  German  markets  for 
this  product  were  entirely  closed  in  1917. 

There  was  a  decided  increase  in  the  production  and  exportation 
of  cabinet  woods,  chiefly  mahogany.  The  quantity  exported  was 
double  and  the  value  three  times  that  of  1916.  The  values  of  the 
other  principal  exports — gold,  hides,  bananas,  rubber,  sugar,  cocoa, 
and  coconuts — were  about  the  same  as  in  1916.  There  was  an  in- 
crease in  the  exports  of  cotton,  and  a  decided  diminution  in  the  value 
of  dye  woods  exported,  owing  to  the  lack  of  tonnage. 


NICARAGUA. 


The  viilne  of  the  exports  from  Nicaragua  in  1917  to  the  principal 
countries  taking  part  in  the  trade  was  as  follows : 


Articles  and  countries  of  destination. 


Animals 

United  States 

Salvador 

Bananas 

United  States 

Beans 

United  States 

Costa  Rica 

All  other  countries 

Bottles,  empty 

United  States 

Costa  Rica 

Salvador 

Cacao 

United  Slates 

Salvador 

All  other  coimtries 

Cheese 

United  States 

Salvador 

All  other  countries 

Coconuts 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Coffee: 

Black 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Cleaned 

United  States 

France 

Italy 

All  other  countries 

Shell 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Washed 

United  States , 

France 

All  other  countries 

Containers,  empty  (tanks,  drums,  cylin- 
ders, etc.) 

United  States 

Copper,  old 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Corn 

Guatemala 

Salvador , 

All  other  countries 

Cotton 

United  States 

Spain , 

Gold(amalgambars,  concentrates,  dust, 

precipitates,  and  tailings) 

United  States 

Hammocks 

Honduras 

Salvador 

All  other  countries 

Hides  and  skins: 

Catt  e  hides r; 

United  States 

Spain 


Value. 


$2,2<>3 

2,268 

2.''. 

479,927 

479, 927 

6, 794 

2,927 

1,712 

2,155 

734 

105 

433 

196 

43,861 

23, 826 

11,221 

8,814 

2,4:?8 

74 

2,176 

188 

30, 322 

29,016 

1,305 

8,340 

67 

8,273 

1,143,311 

570, 109 

374,516 

134,4.56 

58, 230 

220,334 

209, 796 

10, 538 

389, 620 

279,836 

101,129 

8,655 

33, 241 

33,241 

9,698 

9,347 

351 

36,076 

30, 334 

5,702 

40 

18,959 

9,530 

9,429 

925, 628 

925, 628 

342 

15 

312 

15 

460, 738 

459,228 

1,510 


Articles  and  countries  of  destination. 


Hides  and  skins— Continued. 

Deer  skins 

United  States 

Spain 

All  otner 

United  States 

Indigo 

United  States 

Eng  and 

Spain 

Lard ; 

Costa  Rica 

Salvador 

All  other  countries 

Leather.  so!c  and  thong 

Honduras 

Molasses,  cane 

United  States 

Personal  effects 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Reexports 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Rubber 

United  States 

Italy 

Silver  (amalgam,  bars,  coined,  cone  en 

trates  and  precipitates) 

United  States 

Costa  Uica 

Sugar 

United  States 

Canada 

All  other  coimtries 

Tallow 

United  States 

Turt'es 

United  States 

Anti  es 

All  other  coimtries 

Wood  and  manufactirres  of: 

Dye 

France 

Italy 

Cedar 

United  States 

Saivadar 

Genizaro 

United  States 

Guayacan 

United  States 

Mahogany 

United  States 

All  other  coimtries 

Nam  bar 

United  States 

All  other  and  manufactures  of 

United  States 

All  other  coimtries 

AU  other  articles 

United  States 

All  other  coimtries 


Viihm. 


861,697 

61,676 

21 

39 

39 

7,791 

4,205 

2,362 

1,224 

11,702 

6,164 

3,418 

2,120 

1,119 

1,119 

1,060 

1,060 

1,278 

1,070 

208 

21,007 

15,507 

5,500 

258, S52 

258,706 

146 

240,992 

240,229 

763 

231,796 

168, 7ai 

40, 289 

22,803 

752 

752 

7,254 

1,256 

5,608 

390 

6,544 

4,000 

2,544 

79,988 

79,808 

180 

■      7,963 

7,963 

2,204 

2,204 

1,199,125 

1,189,082 

10,043 

15, 181 

15, 181 

798 

275 

523 

5,353 

3,726 

1,627 


6  SUPPLEMENT   TO    COMMEECE   REPORTS. 

Declared  Exports  from  Corinto  to  "United  States. 

Tlic  articles  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  Corinto  for  the 
United  States  were  as  follows  during  the  past  two  j-cars: 


Arlii'bs. 

1910 

1917 

C)uan1i(y. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

pounds.. 

459 
76,825 

143 

35,639 

10, 972, 383 

63, 166 

53,799 

$1  510 

rti) 

;::;:::;::  :::: 

2  731 

Birds             

number.. 

390 

44,3.i6 

7, 41'),  226 

38,  193 

7,  !S1 

S50, 662 

5,219 

213 

Cocoa 

Coiroc 

Copper 

Cotton 

pounds.. 

do...: 

do.... 

do.... 

5, 461 
1,131,358 

8,000 
9  704 

Ions.. 

79 
44,131 

2, 1 10, 592 

144,927 

239, 150 

4,030 

714 

3, 152, 870 

2,66S 
516,407 

592,338 
53, 531 

114, 707 
10,457 
2,015 

130, 131 

Gold 

62,374 

2, 139, 913 

199,318 

224, 429 

54, 233 

1,727 

4,700,948 

80,680 

159,248 

265 

82,377 

383  504 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle 

Deer 

Rubber 

pounds. . 

do 

do.... 

609,812 
75, 588 
107, 158 

78  461 

Silver  coins 

Sugar 

Wood: 

Cedar 

pounds.. 

do 

feet.. 

12, 150 
177,825 

6  323 

Gcnizaro 

Lignum-vita 

Rosewood 

All  other  articles 

do... 

tons.. 

feet.. 

71,982 

55 

105, 864 

4,832 
1,819 
7,790 
6,143 

9,681 
8,839 
11,779 
2,115 

Total 

2,306,470 

2  612,272 

General  Conditions — New  Tariff. 


There  have  been  no  marked  improvements  in  any  line  of  endeavor 
during  the  past  year ;  no  extension  of  railways,  and  no  construction 
of  highways,  so  much  needed  to  develop  the  Republic.  Concessions 
have  been  granted  for  the  construction  of  both  railways  and  high- 
wa3^s,  which,  if  ever  carried  into  effect,  will  mark  a  new  era  for 
Nicaragua,  but  no  progress  can  be  made  till  the  virgin  forests  are 
rendered  accessible  and  the  rivers  improved  and  made  navigable. 

The  new  tariff,  which  was  being  considered  by  both  houses  of  the 
Nicaragua!!  Congress  during  1917,  was  eventually  enacted  into  a 
law,  giving  the  country  a  well-classified,  up-to-date  tariff  upon  a 
scientific  basis,  and  doing  away  with  the  anomaly  of  having  tAvo 
tariffs,  one  for  the  Pacific  coast  and  the  other  for  the  Atlantic 
coast.     (See  Commerce  Eepokts  for  Apr.  18,  1918.) 
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